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guarantor of Belgian neutrality by the Treaty of 1839. This
appeal most fortunately awoke an instantaneous response from
the vast majority of those who had not yet realized that it was our
duty and our interest to enter the war in any case. The British
ambassador to Germany was instructed to seek an interview with
the German Chancellor, and demand that Germany should
respect the neutrality of Belgium, which indeed she had already
by that time broken. The German Chancellor was distressed
and amazed that Britain should go to war for what he described
as a 'scrap of paper'.

On August 3 Sir Edward Grey unfolded the position before
the House of Commons in a very memorable speech which
secured the assent of all but a very few Liberal and Labour
"pacifists'. Britain sent an ultimatum to Germany demanding
the evacuation of Belgium by midnight of August 4. When that
hour arrived and the ultimatum was unanswered the war had,
so far as Britain was concerned, begun. As for the Home Rule
bill, it was passed, together with an amending bill excluding the
six counties, and both were put in 'cold storage' till the war was
over.